
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 9 May 2018] 

 p2325b-2325b 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [1] 

QFLY — QUARANTINE AREAS 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.12 pm]: 
Today I want to talk about the latest pest to hit Western Australia—Qfly. Recent pest incursions into 
Western Australia have brought into focus the need for all Western Australians to be part of the state’s biosecurity 
efforts. Our isolation as an island nation has in the past protected us from most invasive species. The 
Nullarbor Plain and other deserts have provided a natural barrier from the eastern states. Although global markets 
have brought enormous benefits to our agricultural industries, interstate and international trade and travel have 
brought a whole host of biosecurity risks. 

This week, the state government declared a quarantine area over parts of Como, Karawara, South Perth and 
Kensington after detection of a number of male Queensland fruit flies in traps in those areas. This comes after 
a Qfly detection in Fremantle earlier this year—which was, thankfully, eradicated—and the detection of the brown 
marmorated stink bug in Jandakot in March, for which surveillance is still ongoing. These highly destructive pests 
could have a major impact on our horticultural and agricultural sectors if they are not contained and eradicated. 
We saw a fantastic response from the Fremantle community to its Qfly outbreak earlier this year and we are calling 
on the community of Como and surrounding suburbs to join the fight. This means not moving any homegrown 
fruit or vegetables out of the quarantine zone unless it has been cooked or preserved, removing ripening fruit from 
trees, picking up fallen fruit and not putting untreated fruit into compost. Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development staff will be visiting properties close to where the flies have been trapped to carry out 
inspections, and additional fruit fly traps have been set in the area. 

Beyond the Como Qfly incursion, we need all Western Australians to play their part in the defence of our 
agricultural industries. That means following quarantine protocols at airports and border crossings, and reporting 
any unusual creatures spotted in gardens. We never know what the next pest might be, but with support from the 
community I am confident that we can continue to contain these risks and protect our growers. 
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